Resistance of genus Proteus to ovotransferrin.
A total of 100 strains of Proteus, clinically isolated, were tested for sensitivity to ovotransferrin and CrCl3. Only a minority of the tested strains were not capable of growing in the presence of these iron chelating substances. Significant differences in the resistance among the four species of Proteus were noticeable only by addition to the culture medium of CrCl3 5 mM. The fact that sensitive strains were capable of growing after addition of citrate to culture medium containing ovotransferrin or CrCl3 suggests the presence in the genus Proteus of a citrate-dependent iron transport system.